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Actual situation related
to Eppo Iinvestigations

L

No one asked to Real estate
agents and their associations
to take explain how money
lJaundering or vat evasion
could work practically.
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Weaknesses

Again identified how
It works, no ideas on
how to prevent using
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Money laundering is also committed
by purchasing real estate or luxury
goods and reselling them, making it
more difficult to trace the funds, and
by reinvesting the profits from

criminal activities into economic
activities in licit or illicit markets (such
as drug trafficking).
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Recent EPPO investigations have shown th:
money laundering typically manifests
through combined schemes rather than
Isolated methods, including

hybrid laundering schemescombining

traditional methods (cash, real estate, legal
business structures) with newer techniques,
iIncluding the use of crypto assets as
Investment vehicles.
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The main assets seized were cash or bank
accounts, followed by real estate properties,
business activities, vehicles, other movable
properties, as well as gold, shares,
cryptocurrencies, financial products and

luxury items.
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Belgianpolice raided the EuropeanCommission'premises
IN Brussels as part of an investigation into possible
irregularitiesin the saleof real estateworth aroundEUR300
million in 2024, when AustrianJohannesHahnwas budget
commissionerThe investigationis being conductedby the

EuropeanPublic Prosecutor'sOffice (Eppo),which reports
that it is"gatheringevidence"

The investigation, accordingto sourcesin the European
PublicProsecutor'sOffice,concernsthe agreementfinalised
on 29 April 2024 by the EU executivewith the sovereign
wealth fund FederalHolding and Investment Companyfor

the saleof 23 Commissiorbuildings

Europe
Police raid on EU Commission:

'‘Allegedirregularitiesin property sales'

Investigationnto possibleirregularitiesamountingto approximately
EUR 90@nillion, occurredin 2024

12 February2026

https://en.ilsole24ore.com/art/policeraid-eu-commissioralleged
irregularitiesin-property-salesAI9YEG6NB
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Brusseldhad presentedthe deal as a key step to transform
the European guarter into a 'modern, attractive and
greener' area, in which offices, residences, shops anc
recreational spacescould coexist harmoniously The dea
was describedas 'beneficialfor the EuropeanQuarter' anc
functional to the Commission'sgoal of reducingits office
spaceby 25 per cent by 2030 modernisingand makingthe
building stock more sustainableand reducing its carbon
footprint. Theplan, asexplainedby the EUexecutiveat the
time, would alsoallow economiesof scaleby concentrating
staff in a smaller number of larger, more energy-efficient
buildings

Europe
Police raid on EU Commission:
'Allegedirregularitiesin property sales'

Investigationnto possibleirregularitiesamountingto approximately
EUR 900nillion, occurredin 2024

12 February2026

https://en.ilsole24ore.com/art/policeraid-eu-commissioralleged
irregularitiesin-property-salesAI9YEG6NB
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What about news on R.E. . _
_ _ _ _ ry to search on internet, Asked for help to
crimes OrlnveStlgathn§ online also on institutional other Commettee

sites news regarding (Media), same
Investigations or crimes result, nothing
related to Real estate, If you
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Search Help

e B My,

Opportunities Stop it

If no one talks about it, is it If it is an opportunity for
A O arized crime to money
greatest opportunity for laundering, Is it possible to
organized crime? stop It?
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Realestate Is as attractive to criminalsas it Is to any
Investor (prices being generally stable and likely to
appreciate over time) and is also functional (the
property can be usedas a secondhome or rented out,
generatingincome) Realestate also providesa veneer
of respectabilityJegitimacyand normality:
Through interviews with relevant stakeholders,the
study confirmedthat tax evasionusingthe real estate
sectoris citedasa significantproblemin manyMember
States
ConclusionsBasedon the strong evidencegatheredby
COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMEN[aw enforcementagenciedhat real estateis frequently
Accompanying the documen : . .
REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMSEH IN Money launderingschemesand becausetheir
on the assessment of the risk of money Iaﬁhlc?e;rlngaigtJel\rlr st servi_cesma_ly oe COmbiI’.]edWith tfloseprovidedby Sl
financing affecting the internal market and relating to crbssder nonfinancial professionals, the level of money
acivites § [aunderingthreat relatedto real estateis consideredhs

{COM(2022) 554 final - —=
verysignificant(level4).
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The EuropeanPublic . J GK = ; Offic&5(ERPPR)is an independent
public prosecution office of the EuropeanUnion. It is responsiblefor
Investigating,prosecutingand bringing to judgment crimesagainstthe
financial interests of the EU Theseinclude severaltypes of fraud, VAT
fraud with damages above 10 million euro, money laundering

corruption, etc.

TheEPPQOs alsocompetentfor offencesregardingthe participationin a
criminalorganisatiorg if its focusisto commita PIFoffencewhen:

Ahe criminal offences have been committed, in whole or in part,

within the territory of one or several participating EU Member

States ;

Ahe criminal offences have been committed by a national of a
participating EUMember State;

Ahe criminal offences have been committed by a person who was
subject to the Staff Requlations or to the Conditions of

Employment of EUstaff.

https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/missionrand-
tasks
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Realestate Is as attractive to criminalsas it Is to any
Investor (prices being generally stable and likely to
appreciate over time) and is also functional (the
property can be usedas a secondhome or rented out,
generatingincome) Realestate also providesa veneer
of respectabilityJegitimacyand normality:
Through interviews with relevant stakeholders,the
study confirmedthat tax evasionusingthe real estate
sectoris citedasa significantproblemin manyMember
States
ConclusionsBasedon the strong evidencegatheredby
COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMEN[aw enforcementagenciedhat real estateis frequently
Accompanying the documen : . .
REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMSEH IN Money launderingschemesand becausetheir
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Insufficient transparency sector-wide leads to
anonymous ownership, while professionals
involved in real estate transactions are often
unregulated. The corrupt exploit this by using
luxury properties as vehicles for investing illicit

From luxury properties in the world’s
most sought-after cities, to commercial
facilities that offer a significant return
on invespment, real —estate has been

gains.

Real estate has a money laundering problem.
Investigation after investigation has shown how
criminals and the corrupt have turned to real

P
showp, toﬁtt as a critical vector for dirty estate to launder and enjoy their ill-gotten gains.
money| to ent r the legitimate economy.

Like mostr estate investors, shady
actors. \ pr stable, reliable and
Profltable
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